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■nn Responsive to communication(s) filed on • 

• c.mai 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action is FINAL. ^ n > for formal matters prosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

AM Claim(s) 1=42 is/are pending in the application. 

4 a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

m C,a,m(s) ±49 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 
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Application/Control Number: 09/896,695 
Art Unit: 2874 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-26 and 40-49, drawn to a fiber optic module with a push-actuator and a 
method of making, classified in class 385, subclass 53. 

II. Claims 27-39, drawn to a push actuator for fiber optic modules, classified in class 

385, subclass 134. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
reiationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as chimed does no, require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP 5 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as clatmed does no. require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because in a fiber optic module with a push-actuator, a push actuator of any type wou.d 
be able to perform the task. It does no. have to specifically be the push-actuator in Group II. 
The subcombination has separa.e utility such as an optical fiber module connector or in 

mechanical surgical devices. 

Because these inventions arc distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
fo, Group I is no. required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 

proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 
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Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(0- 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tina M Lin whose telephone number is (703) 305-1959. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney Bovernick can be reached on (703) 308-4819. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7722 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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